Seme would Is!se to see -
the state gei casig
for its pmper_ty wlﬂam

the wilderness. But

Nostheast Binnesota

represehtatives want

land instead.

T

-

By Yohun Myers -
" iNamvTﬂbune sv.‘ofr‘ wm‘e?

Tk 1097 “faded fito - 1908

i ’with noresolution tb the years
~of . :bitter ..battles over the
Botndary ' Waters,»Canoe Area
“Wilderness-shonld surpiise no
-one ¢lose to the issues. .

~Congressional’ hearmgs
Truck portages and horse-

“power limits. Barroom -banter
‘and community strife. Newspa:
*  per editorials and letters.

.Ancther year and -nothing.
solved. And brace yourself for

ey yet another rcund soon The
“issue of truck portages and . I
cmotor limits may come - up.
‘again in Congress even before

the ice is off Basswood Lake.

* . But' what ~might surprise”

some * Northianders, familiar
with the BWCAW battle is that

a “new” issue has surfaced to’
" battle over: A seemingly innec-

uous plan for the U.S. Forest

Service to buy remaining state

lands still inside the BWCAW

. Has been moved to the front
burner after simmering in the

background for decades

State ‘owhns part af BWCAW

When you paddle through

.the .Boundary Waters, there
. are no signs posting who owns .

the island you pass or portage

-you walk cn. But contrary to
‘most’ visitors’ umderstanding,

not all of that land is owned by.
' Uncle Sam.

Minnesota still owns about

* 100,000 acres inside the 1.1 mil-

lon-acre federal wildernsss,
land, that effectively became

'part of the BWCAW when Con-

gress drew its boundaries,

Because the state land has-

" been used and hlanaged just h

like the federa] land next o it,

the Forest Service and envi- -
‘ronmental groups have been
‘slow to resolve the issue. Why

buy the cow when yow're get-
{ing the milk for free?-

But Minnesota’s constitution -

reguires the siate to get some

‘sort of return on that land,

most of which is, dedicated to
the .state’s school frust fund,
which helps pay education
costs for students. (Cabin

Plense sez BWCAW, Page 6& " -
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nost notable issues and people in

" the Northiand.

Sunday; Fires in Su-
perior: ,
Monday: Health care
changes

Tuesday: Edison
schools .-
Wednesday: Snowmobile regulation
Thursday: Welfare changes

, Friday: Antonich murder trials
Today- Wﬂderness riediation

GO,

* Through Jax. 4, thé Duluth » - Lt
" News-Tribune chronicles 1997's ’
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